“A Conspiracy against the Civilized People™:
History Politics and Ideologies of Arahuacan
and Tukanoan Millenarian Movements of
the Northwest Amazona

Robin M. Wright. *

RESUMEN

Tukonoon and Arcwaokon millencrion movements of the
North'West Amazon are compored ond interpreted
through the ways in which messionic leaders sought to
develop new forms of power and leodership in their strug
gles against the politicaleconomic system imposed by
nonnative peoples and insttutions in the 19th Century.
While Arawckan millenarism developed a strategy of re-
sistance trough aulonomy from the dominant order of the
while man, the Tukanoan movements sought first 1o uswep
and later 1o ocquire its wealth and power. Ambiguies in
Tukanoon ideclogies of power are seen os one of the
principal sources of internol lensions ond conlficts evident
in the movements.

* Conpeeso de Antropologia. Instituto de Filesolic e Clénclas Humanas. Universidade
Estodual de Campinas. Campinos, Brosil
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Introductson

The Notthwest Amazon, boeder of Beazi-Verezuelo Colombg, has for loag
W00d out in the histerical etrogrephy of Amazona for i milesarion rebe-
Ricas of the 19th Contury. In previvos studies [Weght, 1981; Wiaght ond N8,
mulmdwcr ml.mbonmmdw::m&mdbn
movenents onong the Arawok apeching Boarieu ond . In showing
He lomdators of mllenoron bebeh and procice in ndgencus relgicn, we
oegued thet millerarion leoderns impeovited on tha yymbolam of the myh ond
fual 1o larmulote o sategy of resstonce 1o the oppressive polticelecono
mic condticns imposed by noneaive peoples and naliutions

Heo'e, | give grecter atiention 10 0 Tecorstrucion ond interpretaion of the
millanonan rebelions amoag Tekanoon ord Worskeno pecples of the Voo
P and Xié Rivers in 18585, Led by the mestioh Alasondre Olvivty ond
ctheny, these movements immedctely lolicowed the Banwa rebelicn of Ve
sances Asiselio Komilo i 1857, My principol concem will be 1o give order
o the large body of docemarnts it by goverament ofliciol, missonores, ond
mildory who served in the region of the Sme ond kel records on the move-
ments 0nd he mesuoba.

From tNs ceconsirection, | show thet the millenarion concesra ond iircte-
ges o the Tukascom difeted i imporant ways from the Arowokons. While
both were concamed with e inequcities of power existing between Indion
and white wocieter, the Bonvwa messoh Verancio Kamibo orerted ha lello.
wens ‘ownrds o repction of ond bberation from the dommare poliicsl ond
economic sysiem. The Tulancans, on the other hasd, sought ko vwrp the
power of the whites. Kermiko's inflennce remaned wrong for sevecd ganeco
Bora. The Tukanoor messohs, however, were plogued with problems from
the scrt, speciolly doubts from thew followng ond miemal dissessicds. This
difevences we soe o1 refoted 1o preenistng cultural wrechures ond % the
Mstosical experionces which shoped e woy the novements develoged.

My laldwork with the Borewo in Brozd specticolly studed orol histor
ond compored them with widlen sources from the 185 Ceatuey 1o the pre-
sent. s mvy cesearch n archives and publahed sowces over o past 1S yeon,
I have fownd fhe mow exientive docemectaton on the mid 9% Cenliwy
Upper Ric Negro in the Arquive Hatarico Nocional in Bio de joneiro, ond the

Arquive Piblico do Luodo do Amazonca in Mascus. Thia materiol orowty
mw“mdo&ﬁmm'dmuthy
wesricmaries, midory, and govemmen! ouvthorfes working on o daylodoy
Lussis with the Indians of the regicn. Since 1985, may work hoa beea more
dredly ivoived with documentaton ol the Indions” cumest struggles with
cotporaie and siste developrent prapcty, ond with gathering orol Myories
liom the Tehonoon pecples of the Vospés. A comparatve ord globol pers
pectivn on fhe peoples and cullures of the region hos been ewsental 1o the
nberpretonon of Hhar halorcal and presenidoy experiences

Arawaoken and Tukanoon Peoples of the upper
Rio Negro Valley

N Asawatoe pecples of the Nonhwest Amazon, border of Broxd Colom
o Venezuela, inchde, amasg others, he Baniwa, Curripacs, cnd Wekue-
i of The IgonoGuoknia drainoge area.' the Wuoretero [or Guarequenal
ol thee Yok River i Brazil ond the Cato San Miguel in Yerezuelo; the Boré of
the Uppar Rio Negro between S00 Gotriel da Cachosire in Brazd 1o Sos

* Coros in Venezvels, ond the Tariano on the mid o lower in Beazil To
thmxmg? 17 diferent groups hh&::g:
Vuspas diamoge its dkutories the Tiguié, Popery, Guerary,

_ duary tivers in Beazd ond Colombio, ard the Piropasosd region in Colomy

o

 Whie Tulanoans thare many cuburel potiems s common with the Arawo-
Bens, thate ore fvndomental diferences which have implcasions lor indege-
pown hatoey. Both cogonize hemselves indo wveral exogamon, pavined

oo™ & the nome wved s Basd for e Arowak of e lower to med Ko, whide

Vonazsvio, Colomba ond on Be wpper 1030 of Beazl, e 1ome puaiple ne called "Cune
* Wik e | Peapiie of Our Longoage ™) 1 om ebnorym sied juvigally » Vecenuelc

':wuuwo“mumwu‘c:*n.

Witve | pooyde abire bngooge 4 mawoly wnekighe Sseea kaona

¥ Rbane, Decona, Uorono, Reyvia, Celes, Tetvps, Baranono, Sord, Kyopora, Ve,

'MWMS“MWM,NM

44 45



MOGIONE S LATONGAME BCANAS

phecties, each combiing of fve o 30 named patriibs ronked i o sercl
order Whia tha Tukasoon phrotries ore unsared, not locobzed i discrate

MMMMMW&W%:W“W
oo of ancesors 0s o seriol order of brothers in which the Brstbom is the
MM&W&MW&YWmhm
cowat the journep of oncestrol asocondes which bring the oncesiors of the
mmmmomow»mumwmum
with nultiple sies of emesgenca, the Asowakon myths refer 1o o single vie for
of mosl @ few sies, the priscipol cne being Mpaso ca the Adry River
considered by most Arowokons 10 be the Certer of the Wodd] i the eorth
from which oll cnceson emenged. On the basis of these déferences, (Ml
W:Sllknwm&mmmdm&o‘w
e porertial for savolving into o kued 3yatem of the sromficotion occording 1o
MMm‘.MbnmwbhmMmﬂw
noons,

Eihvogrophers of Tukonoans societies (Goldman, 079, Mughloses,
mkdu-. 1723 among others| have long noted the existence of o dual
‘endescy in indgesous socnl crganizaton between the b '
baed on the birth order of 0 101 of mole sblngs ond osiccioted with adscri
bed rivol especialist soles (thamons, chiels, warrion, dancers and chosters,
and servosts), end an “egoltorion” ehos involing ¢ greater element of
achievement and competition, which is ossociated more with sebaislance end
producive octvites, exchonge relatons with growss of equal Matus ond
MdMMMMIMwmmm.N
two teedoncies coasit but i tersion; thut, Mequent duputes over relative
ronk cosllict with o more egaiitodion emphoss.

M&dhﬂdﬂtyisd»mhuhhmsdpoﬁodbduﬂpw
hamanism. Among easler Fekarcon, ideally, leodership of the local level,
MWNMMMMM&MMB
m»'mwmmgammmwu
organzaton of ravols, skl manpulaton of olfirol relaticns, asd thamasic
activiies. Yet, their power is limited by their copacily 1o give more than 1o
receive. According % Jockson [1980: 44), the only occonion when iadivi
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duals might become powerkl leaders i in the cose of wor chiohs who held o
fow amourt ol power of tmes over mwch lorger groupss of people $an
normally: “heodnon who where successhd wor chiels ondosbledly hod
wach moce power, of leai during imes of orisis™,

Lka the Arowckons, Easern Tehancons diferesticle rwo lypes of shamons
homors proper, ond chosters, or “prieets”™ (kuby) cn the basis of oining,
Curing octvites, onvibutes, duies, ond sockal wotve. While the Tukonoars
“prieats” held o relotively Ngher stotus in e community ond cccupy thes
posion tough inherted attribates, they potentoly conflct with the more
democrotic posticn of thamar who ackieve their power rough recogeized
otsbses [Rechel Dolnatoll, 1975; HeghJones, nd] The Bosiwa, Wiekuenoi,
oed possibly other Acowotons, by contront, ollow for both the individual
chiovenment of leodership roles ond the conbinaton of thomanic epecial-
potions. The mout powetlul Bosiwa shamons, for esnmple, have hod off of
powen, citributes, ond siatus of chamers.

Ttwsa obisrvoions from are exsestol ke usdervondng the

 dwections the miflesorian movemaents of the 191h Cantury Yook in the course

The M#lenorian Movements and Rebellions of 1857.9

Venorcio Kamdo ond Boniwa Rebelicn

Venancio Anizetto Komiko had been brougth up by o fomed Zambo preo-
was«mumwm«mmuhmw
bean iroised in thamanic arta * His deep expedonces of debt idernied him
with the opprestion of mout natve peoplies of his Sime. Ha boutt with the
wchness corolepsy ond misaculows recovenss he interpreted o3 divine co-
g, occossions when he would joemney 10 heaven and speck 1o Ged, whe

—

! lor 0 e complete actowet of Kamda's Me and legends ol b deedh, e Wight,
NW‘N{M
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srepowered him 10 obiolve peoples’ debls and guice tham 1o thek salvasion.
Mhrcugh ha esvocednary shomanisic powers, Komiko become idereiiad
with Bariwo th:nlhuuu-b. hpﬁm&dmm‘oﬂyﬁdh

warkd of bis shiiful use of Chvistion
syabohol WMM immoraily, Kemiko renboe

MMJMMMM&MW&.
-d the wordd hiough o cosmuc fre an imponont thame in Basiwo creo-
0 occer on St Joha's Doy Uwme 24, 1858), 0 somday of
which chwo had wong poliscsl connctoton, whes God
w»mm-\uummdwmmmd

avoid the material goods end ideos beought by the whites, preaching rother
ihet they give bl cllagioncs 1o him at the cnly way of brecking the srengle-
holkd in which they were cought of the Sme aed o atols sohvalion. Kamio, o
* Venoncio Chiste 08 he wos known of $hat fime, cout Bis ordees in the loem of
Cheisan symbolsm ond ossumed the priestly funclons of morrying, bopt
g Seoring conlessions, ond ing sira, off of which crected o new
teme of relgicus outhorty ond powet, lree from miscnary interfersnce
-Num&oumhﬁhwwdhm
chare specolals presde over ceremacien whch, lke boptam,
ke place of the tiver. Kowho, 1 wos said, hod orders from God %o moery
.'mmmMm“Mlbptm-&Wwddh
o of polygomy. Mearing confesuors and obaclving sies recall the Iredsio-
mm.mammww»uww
with the de#ies in wonse. Kamila's use of the coss porolieled
fhe shaman’s wie ol ha rattle in cuting rival

Komita's influence axlended over o grect port of he Upper Rio Negro
Ingon omong o longe lollowing of cobodion, Arowckan end Tukascon peo-

* Josk Joogun Polheio Presdects Josk Furtade, 31/03/58, i "Cficios dos Sebdelegs
#a Poiico oo Prevdacste, MSE 59" Arguso Pubico do Friods do Amerovad hercol e
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plon. in lote 1857, however, the locol miltory brutolly repeessed mileaarion
darces on the lower kana Fwer ond the threat of the other milsory repriugh
feced Komho and kis lodowers 1 flae on mause © Venezeekon teriory
whees they s0ught rabsge n inaccessible orean. Dospite loter mdvory eflorts
b pe- seade Hen 10 relwen, mony ledions refuvsed o do o, preterring to resal
the isterloence of the Whies ond mainiain thev poliical and eccnomic
cutsnomy. in Verezuela, Komko wan tokea prisoner on several ocomions
bt 03ch Sme menoged 1o escape ond purvee his messanic octvites vl hia
deoth n 19022

Kemiko wos no doubt the most ellecive oad nllvesticl of the vorous
mewonic woders who orode of this tme By 1858, hs movemant hod
sprend 10 the Tukaroan ond Warekena pecples of the Voupés and Xié riven.
Lange-scaie dances were repacied in bollodanen locaticns on fhe Upper Rio
Negro and were chaocterized by the mistioaaries end millary 0s “maore
medszot ond daposed ko reuin”™ Whie nieclerence

Alexsndie Chenty and the Rebellom oa the Youpés ond Xe

According o the sources, in lole Februoryeorty Morch, 1858, Alescndee,
ard Indian lom he Upper Rio Nagro, prockamed himseli 1o be Cheiv ond
wos holding dasces omong the ndons of the lowee Voupés. As 0 youh,
Alexnndre had been brough up by o Portuguese trader, Matgues Caldeio,
necr Morobianas.* In 1857, Alaxosdre hod porticpoted in Komibo's dances

¥ i 3 sambs, on fhe Als Rvaw o Ve posis, 4 loid in concrese ond moshed by & Grés
Dhe Soniwa of the tows of Masso and icieity conteee P foih s Veronco seday by
uﬁ-‘uwwﬁhhm
. 5 a0 oder vharmation i the docemess ohiwt Movgues Coldela. it woe ©
i g in (ot raden 1 ke notve chidhes tedd trag hers .5 a1 hosiehold 1ervenhs
e i 1 Indaanon ey were eoosled el vota n Indon Commundies
e Dy tnli haw poion s bovsebald, see Paght seipect Ay wers 0 0 privieged pesion
o Mg Aroen ha whie mon's ways red he sewrcal of P weath
00 Joud e Movohyioms was @ Mrwe of Bord ond Morephono ndars and e principol
mitory boeder poet vl he Tort of Cocel seplaced # in e W50, 0 mdaory commanden
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on the I;ore ond wos 1wpposed 10 had been omong the riual lsoden ond @
dose duciple of Komlo, othough he was sel soled lor any specisl thono-
ret ahdides.

Following the misary coid on the oo, Alaxondre decided 1o move 1o the
Manou strean seat Jousreté Rapids on the middle Voupds, ond went 1o the
Voupés 10 persyode M kin 10 serfe with Nen. When he retiered %o ha home
» Morobionas, he found thot be had been rebbed of iive bushels of faricho
aed wos 103 thot two women had tolen the ladnha o pay off their debts to
the madary. vened, Alaxondee sat fire 3o bls house in Marobidones ond
reterned wih Na 10 the Voupés where their tock up residence in the
Thoncon vlloges of Nondeapecuma osd loter, Jequirdcapacuma.”

The Tukore of theis two villages may have in Kamka's don-
ces but ofter the mitory roid in 1857, they ond cther Indions of the lower
Vaupés fled 10 the lovests in foor of 0 second sokd. The Director of Indinns ond
mibtary commandar of he detachment of Morcbicnan and Cucuy, Coplain
Jooqam Fumino Xaver, met these Tuhono on the lgona during ki recornois
sance mision in mid- 1858:

*havieg fled from the persecutions of capisin Mathios, who
[.] sent o the Bio Voupds 1o look for chicken, pigs ond bieds,
withoul payieg, ond 1o ke men and women 10 361 ve
him, sech Bot of he mouth of the Youpds, there were ro
Indians, ond cther chists had fled 1o the igaro.*

Kererer cnscred them Aat under his odminsiroton, e would be moce ogreeo:
bie: yot, Xavier proved 1o be kitle Letter for eves the reudents of Marabire.

were bacwr fo Mas hoavybonded with e ndans of the pama, ey n
Cmrarind e der Verom retelbons

‘durartors’ of sokdery progad te wdsory
wednr, parsordarly in he Y50:

" Tha popelicra ol hase wloger were predomeanty Tulonigeching - Pratopeo,
horud, Duncna, Tukone, Aropope, ond avaiss - and the Toriona [Fee
Cengéeo Jor Moo te Bave, “Magga Dencestabvo,” 185), n Arguvo do Amedinay,
haroaher AA H22 22

¥ Joinpin Towmre Kovie Preidects Futado. i AA 1 [4) 120, AT bendasons of doce
rards e Wy Cen
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non, imcleding Fror Salgodo, the local Vicer, ond Fricr Romualdo, N ownls
tont, cecided 10 mave 10 e lower Voupda, clong with 0 sumber of fomilies,
¥ scape Yavet's excorve asthorty When the missionaries orrived on he
Vaepes, feoy leamed that on fhe river above, the ladions where ergoged in

assendied many pecple, even 1o the forew Indiars, of ol
natons, venerctng the Chent who there reckazed the sarre os
eccorrnd on the Frolvoro on the kara, that i, boplizieg,
marryng. osd emerciing othar poestly luncticny thot ths
auambly corsivted of more thon 1,000 pecple wih firearns
ond poscnanews daposed 1o resiil [ | in cose thare would
lake place whet happened 16 kkora *

Mha cduah were idden from e missiosornies becouss e Indons knew they

would wpprew them ond were comvnced of ther own chiles 1o condedt

ceremonies of bopsizieg, masying, ek, wihou $e misdorories. When Sob

9340 and Romuoldo mode Lrown their praiasce on the Voupés, the Indor

::bada:tapﬁuﬁyddmmdwh&ulutqmw
o own".

¥ Romechdo Furtada, in AA 7T 2548 The ares of Alsarabe’s graokedt nfiusnce exien
ded from approsmately 330 Jooguin % Jovursté oo S Youpds, the Tigud Rer ond e
WM.-J Tew e 0 wat e dimmunty TUbisiun ek ng
[T P pog ofon wited @ new or clready e b vy
e wes apgrcasmately 1,200 Ursewe mwﬁx‘m‘"
dot Dirwioned dot Indios 00 Pracidens do Paavncin,”™ n APA) No dowit, iy popwichon bod
weremed by 12358 Tradhona! dorceledivel numbared yynemds of toversd hundiad pord
O Wor orowt. lorcen, and hoigurn were sometmes vaad a S dascen The 1ol
Nosundve hod siorted wp, Sowever, 1oct ploces i houses he had ipacially consvoted

Evioniten of e vioe of See houres sared betwasn 1238 & W and 294 27, beth
sathe weidl i mgrraon wib the hodiora longhociet oo e Vavpds

® RomualdoTumads, n AA A7) 854

352

MNesoedre’s viloge, they were received coldly and noone daimed 1o keow
oeything of he mestioN's wherecbous. Sclgado began preaching amorg
the “mudtude” of man and women urited in the chief s howe, thowing them

Cheisr™ and cedering them 3o kiss the cross, “in respect ond venerasoa™ The
people coldly tumed their bocks on the Frior and wolled awoy.” Later
asked why they did sot brieg moee childsen 1o be boptized and they
ephed that they hod no we for Solgodo’s boplivms becowe they had o
bean boptzed. Sensing o distiact howdary Mowords ha presence. Salgo
decided % retyrn ond requested thot the chiel ossist m by cedering
people 10 help i poctoge aver the Ropids of Ipanced. The chief respoaded
thot there was noose 10 help, that noose wanted 1o accompary then
ko walk awoy. Solgado called lor help bom his armed comparnions who sock
out theit gues on direcied fhemselves of the chief, thesatening him with gunlive
¥ the people mode oy move ogoinst them. ” The people hod by thes ol bt
duoppeared o the foress the setrlemens, leavieg ondy the
ched, s son, ond 1wo cthers whom e Frior ordered 15 help with Sk
onoes
Sclgado’s version of the hivory & thot when thay seached Iponond Rapads,
e growp dssmbarked 1o poun the conoes over e porioge ol when the
cheel suddenly went 10 the woods.
lnenadictoly olfterwards, guns leed lrom the forest im0 their midat One of
ther porty fell wosnded, and Salgado was b lightdy on the leg. The othen
ook theke gura, hid behind @ dwre of recks, oad mode o smoll fire o3 o
deversion sctic. The assadorts contiaved 10 shoot from the foresr viing both
gems and posonarrows ' Afler o hellhour skirmish, two of the cualash

8'3'
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ey Iatolly wownded, oad the shirmish siopped. Salgoda’s perty
obout four womnds, cne bewg rearfolal

That night, while Salgado’s party wayed in o dowasiream villoge, conng
for theit wounds, three Indiens comm 1 1he vilage with the rews thot two of
e asadonts had dind from the mormng shemish They were informed that
Selgodo hod gone 10 500 Gobriel 10 gt miltary troops ond woeld retern
oty b butfie. The Indons retwrned spover 19 indorm Alaxondre of theie
mwinen! cetuen. This news sowed obout 0s much coshinion among the Tuko-
moohmdom*ymlcuwwm
the Rasiwn a lew moatha belore Mol soerces wppote that Alexondee
»end paople % fire ca Scigodo of Ipanors. Whaether o¢ nol thi was aclually
true, people had 1o prepore for e probable comeguences

¥ wos precisaly ofser this lncident thot Frioe Romeoldo wrote 1o the Goves
nor of the Proviece chout 0 “conspiracy ogont the civkzed people™, recon
marding 03 o covesn of action:

~ |"pega”) 1wo boys ond two gids from the Tubono, and send them 1o Monow

¥ wvve in the home of he Generdl Dinocor. ¥ Two o tivee people were

Mied i tha oct which proveked a “great urisation™ omoeng the Indicns who

decided 1o “wiolion worrion 30 that 1o white man would get up the river
* beyond o corton poin™
 Twoweeks ofter the amock on Salgodo, Coptain Femino Xavier receved the
st repo iz hat there were millenarion dances \oking onthe Xi¢ Kiver. ¥
- that Alexcndre left the Voupds River 1000 clver ha beard the rumocn
ol opgeoaching milicory in orther 1o join the Xié movermarts. Maty rumosns
~ Hooted arownd from than erdl Octcber or 50 0 the Indam ond officialy clie
e 10 ligere out what the cther was doing It wos @ complex fine in which the
| muwwmmm«mwdlumwumm
 meonitruckon is based heavily on e reports left by the Chiel of Polce ond
icipad Justice, Mercos Arfonio Rodigues de Seuza, whe delermined o
ot docl of thawe “foch™ during his invessgolory miasion inmed 1858
Aftor de incdests of lponocé Ropds, Alexondre, M lonidy, ond o number of
flod he Voupés River in lear of 0 ndsocy reprisal. Thay sought 1o join
o around e Acgue Biver Bellow Maroo, probobly going by iroil
Hiought the woods 10 the [gana River. The Borrwa, howevet, umed he hugis
st bock. blocked theis panoge, resating their migration ond perivaiicn Yo
i forces. Do Souza wos 1okd 5ot the Basiwa prevented dair light “10 that
(ﬁnmy]m&tmm«mmahydd"

fra's group hen retemed 10 o Voupds 1o delermine whart Shew

~ Mh»lh\muonmdtmwbmm
of weriows questioning ond dovbt of Alexondes’s posion and cutho
sedve hod preached 10 them that “monioc ond manoc breod from
~ weondd come 1o them o4 o ceriain day i hey remained true follo

1o copture the Christ, the chiel, 0ad the principal caes %o be

pvohhodl | for |..) Bis businens of scinthood which is of
reody gensrokzing i other villages, | . ]m-ubboe\hdol

consparocy ogoinst the cvbzed people.

Coatrol ond purishment ol the leaders would erodicote the “evl™ which he
mationores parceived 10 be o very grave and growing threat 1o the presence
of "civilized” people in e region. Rumow clso had & that the Indions were
preccred 1o “impede the pawoge™ of ony merchost's or missicnony’s conoes
pout the fiey Ropidh of the Youpds ™

1 foct, hod Romeoido known e reol reaion bebind the Tukonos' hoatity,
he pechops might have shown moce uadensiondeg. Mondhs loter, & wos
determined fa! juut belore the otiack, the exDirector of the ladions of the
Voupés [Jou ignacic Cardoso), acting on arders from the Director Generol
of the Inciars of the Province, had 1ent an ally Tariana chief 1o tale by force

Wcos Avonia Kodegees do Souan, “Acko de Perguios Now de 2407758 o
Arsne Gongobve de Aguwar,” i “Commpondincn do Delegods de Mol o
the Rawncio, 1058597 APA,

SR me Aoty Rixdiguns da Sovan, “Reloiice de heu Muncpal « Delegado da
" Romeakdo do Molcia de 380 Oolrel ¢ Morabioeen, 12/04/58, n , 'ngml;m‘trmn;uw
*Ohicios don da Policia, 1858.99" P4 B0 & foreco, led 24
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wen 2 The day possed and sothing oppecred. It was in Apel and the rainy
WO WO 0. 0 fime when husger on the Vaupés would be harsh.
mwmmwmdmmmmu
HM@JMMW&M‘;W;MWN
movemant asd rehemed 1o theit homes. Osa follower quormeled bitedy with
Alxandrs obot the incidest of penont colieg Alexandre on “osossin™ end
ol 0 soint. amwummuﬁ.www&
body bumt ¥

Alsxsndre wos not endose by e lot of following, however. He began 1o
Mommh«@vﬂd\hhﬂiﬂkb&ﬂdusw
mThmwmshwthkhmmdm
Asorory b

“Alaxnndre Med 10 escope colision [with the chiel of kquird:
Mhmhﬂu&mwwbﬂa
bolilled becouie God hod ken $a new meowwe of swbalty.
WMMNWM“MW“
and these o thase by whom they would be govesred, with

A CONSMRACY AGANST D OO MrOaT

rod tha wowld goin sotal control ond powers % determine the condi.
soe of their bves in Mis world ond not enother. lestead of elminating the
Whites in the liees of 530 Jodo, o by the theect of measacre, there would be
wode off of ploces. This hod yne 10 £, becouse the Whaes would
lecsn haw 10 seffar ond how it et 1o be cedered 1o werve ond 15 wark. No
dauke this contributed 10 resewal of allegiance 10 the movement, for  God
Iu¥iled these promises, there would be so worry of retibution fom the
wibtary. Alaxander hed o0 propbeued that guspowder would foll bom
hoven P thes, the people would be imvelreroble.

Aaxonde monoged 1o keep togeher o group of about 40 lollowers unél
june of 1858 Tha donces continsed o3 the growp owoded the ovicome of the
second prephecy. Soon, dificultie: ogais 0108 betwees Alexardre asd bis
lollowers loscing N 10 relocate downeiver, but by hes, De Sowza’s invess
gotory conmitscn wos dveody on ity way 1o e Upper Rio Negro Al the
some e, rebolions hod bean reporied on the X Biver. Briefly, he sory s
a3 folows

ls midApel, 1858, Copicia Feminio Xavier wos islormed by o soldier,
tMMdhmmdedhm
of the Xob, that new donces weee loking ploce of 530 Morceleo and Sonka
Ao, balow the mosth of the Igona. The poricpents were doncing with
cr0sses ond ware baisg led by osother “naw christ™ ond ossisart “podee
yaene. "M Yovier inmedctely weet 10 ivestigote but by the Sme he orived,
e people of $30 Morcalino hod diapersed. Elsbdo informed Xavier ol on
ledicm, Cypriono Lopes who wos 6 shoman of some repule, had been el
ved in e dasces and thet severol people who refused 1o particpate in e
donces hod been lotally poiscaed Cypriono hod swpposedly tiled o solder
ol the detockment ond two Indom.

Yavier ordered Hiskdo 10 ssmmon the residents of 550 Mosceling whie be
went dowrnvver 1o Santa Anso on the Rio Negro. He daies hot he woked
w000 Ba viloge whis the pecple were in the mddle ol a dence: “more thon

B MARS Py, Tortade, 00/07 /48 in “Comepondingn do Delegado do Policka o0
Ponsiddonte, 105599 % APA
M Covepondieco doa Minisros d jesiga, 1058.% ac 83, cop 2. 8 AMN
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lotty people, eoch one with o cron,” led ¢ polce guard, Domingos
W&amwmhmn‘mhp‘am«w
them 1o 1etern 1o Their homes ond 10 quit sech “idieress [vodogdo) os they
weee engoged n © -

Kowier wen isformed thot i foch Bazilo o, © “deseriod” lrom the
iy derochment of Morobianas, hod the dances of $40 Marcels
o ocked 08 “padre smo,” and Cyprano Lopes wos it dsciple of the new
messoh

Abwe the donces had
oonuy-pl\ommtzmﬂmanm
Xover hod 1s ot vpwords MMMWW&G@
Wﬂ?&“lm%‘qm%%wﬁm
ko, Alesondre, and oll their followen.

hmwwwthWw&QWO‘
pecple from the Xoé. Al of them been reporied of the fort of Son Carlos which
cbondoned by the mildory @ manth before. Even hough

Mary man ond women not oty of the willoge of S50 Marce
Boo, bet olio of 540 Felppe, occupied themsebves in daily

A CONSRRACY AGAMET Il Crv 05 N

wiharemare, the local magatiote of S8 Marceline offirmed thot the res-
derts of S80 Morcelin bhod fled vp tha K04 where Claudio josé wos localed
and that Claudo hod “for a loag fime bean engoged in this ifaren oad wan
weenr on the koo with Venancio Chiste when Codete Aradjo wos thece™ #

The Goversmart's Invesligutery Commissica

Septomber, 1858, the proviacial govermment issrvesed in the Upper Rio
Negeo region 03 0 drect rewk of the “duturbances™ on the mojor ributories.
lo Mo it was not o queston of o handiul of rebely, and in light of
e revobstonm in Vesezuelo of he fime, a greo! deal wos ot woke. It wan st
o queiicn of foreign spies o¢ @ missonory, of speculolors “playing on e
weddty of ignorart Indam”, il wos rather o questicn ot the govemment thot
e asthorty in ha regice wai obcut 15 be completely undetermined by the
eeTeny

o May, 1858, several inporiont ariicles appecred in the principel sews-
papar of Menous, Esrelo do Anozonos, obout the messanc rebelion

 Clearly, the clficins cn the freaser wece 0 publc concern, ond Thare won

movaling prestwve it the copiol 1o copture ond penish Yeooncio Komiko,
Nasondre, ond Cyprioeo Lopes ke their reputed “crimes”™. The Prosident of
the Peovince, José Furodo, instrucied the Chief of Police and Municipal
Jaice, Marcos Rodeigues de Souzo, 10 crgonize on expedison 1o the region

~ whare they would seek the help of the missicnories ond Uy 10 persuade the

ndos, withou the sse of hoece, 10 retuen 1o their homes. Above of, de Sourzo

donces, with fermested dricks, doncing with crosses, having
for o chief the Indion Cloudia, who colled himsel Podve
hod thiee sholguny, asd mony poiscned dorhs, o oppode
Mbeb«omo«wM"

it

» nd

T MARS, “Relonieio,” Doc. §

B MARS, “Rakndein,” “Auto de Pegese”

s8

waon instrucied 10 use persuciion %o moke he Indiam 10e their ervors. Funtodo
 dvised, however that if this fodled, misary force covid be weed De Sowze
 would hove titleen milsary ursts [obout 75 men| occomponying him up the
o Nagro, and i more foeces were needed, be could coll on fhe Naticnal
Guond and of cther miliory detochments o the Ric Negro. ™

Alter severol delays, de Souza and the 1roops arved i Sbo Gobnel da
- Caxhosiro in early July, whare they bemdoted coreful plons for proceeding

'
.

T had
s Pemdo MARS, in MARS, "Reloadee.”
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with the mission 10 the Voupéa ¥ Xaver's news thal the mavements on the X
had Secome emmed, however, lorced de Souzo 1o change his plons and
proceed 1o the Xié whils two other omissares would go up the Voupds 1o
detewmire $e sote of cficits there. ™ On the Xé, de Souzo wus told by
Warekero chief that everyone oo the Xoé hod fled 1o the heodwateri becoue
they feared he miltory, lor o remour had ipcead ot Xavier was coming lo
capt sre everyone and ioke them owary. De Scuza ansered them that this wos
nol 35 ond persuaded the chief 15 9o afler ha pecple and cltempt 1o conviace
Bom 10 ratven. ¥ Ha cedered Cypiano Lopes tokes pdaionee and then el for
o Youpés being comvinced that he hod left alf “in complete trangeility™ and
Mh;domnddchmwowh of condolence that peni.

While possing Srough S50 Marcaling, the commeasion heord thot Alexon
dre and his folowers hod been on ther woy downriver on the Voupds, but
whea news of the conmission reoched tham, they poricked cnd wesl inlo
hidieg oo the kona The Banma, however, 10dd De Sowzo that Alexandre
was not in foct on the lcana but hod fled 1outh of the Youpds ond wos
1omewtere 0n the Tiqué River

Back on the Voupés, de Souzo proceeded with couion, respect, ond
mie-ve. He kourd fe people of one viloge engoged in o doncefetivel and
decided 10 leave than becouse the presence of widen would wriely hove
bees dsasrous Whils posing by Toroqed of the mauth of the Ticuid, the
lediens inmedotely Fiad whea they wow the solders De Sov20 sent gifts and
rogquested they returm, promusng 6 religiow festval il they dad

The two emiasases of the conmisson who had preceded De Scurzo hod
manoged 1o aaemble “five chiefs cnd 150 of thew people™ lor o mealing in
o viloge cbove Iposcrd. Ameng the pecple were Alaxondre’s son Angelo
and a disciple of Alexondre nomed Costanc whom De Souzo coled Alexon-
dre's “Capicin of the Honoe Guond”. De Souza delermined fsom fhen thot

A CONSPRACY AGANST INE OVRITO ORT

Alexcndre ohd left the group enteely and hod goae with ks wie ond youn-
&mbhtwjmmumhmmwh
W In © eauedly dwecton lowords S50 Jooquim and the Ric Negro, repoe
willy 1o o hideaway where Aexondre hod gardens. De Souzo sent 0 grovp
of ive poople, iscluding Alexondre’s son Anogelo. % lock kor the fugitive
messioh but whea the groop sthowed signs of iebelion, i was focced 1o teturn.
In the end, Alexondre and his komily were never locoted. He rencined in
hiding for over 0 yeor-andoholf and nocne Lnew exocly where. De Scuzo
hypothasized that would eiher reoppear cn the Jopws Bwer ond fhere
ronew his octhities, of “he would quiet down in Ns gordena oad hope ha
cramas weuld be forgotien with time™ ¥ In February, 1860, Alexandre emer-
ged from hidwg and wot reporied in 580 Gobriel where be ciked 1o be
bophred ond mode promives to the Direcicr of Indians % “live from then cn
0 pooce end ot his work™ * He requested thot hod been ellowed 1o bve of
Lanta Ana on the Rio Negro, ond 01 for o1 s known, the request wos gronted.
In De Souzc’s mesting with peoples of he Voupés, be delivered fhe olficial
messoge Bot f wos o “crime ogonst seligion” 1o have Alexon.
die. I dagleasead the Govemor “paying him evil for his good withe™. The
goweermant wodersiood savertheless that they hod been “debuded, on the
poot pecpie that they were™. They would rct be pusished th feve, bet the
et e they would be. ¥ if cought, Alesondre would be uiad 03 on exomgle
cl1he type of penishment the goverrmert could give De Souzo auured then
thet f in the Fture they felt they were suflering from persecution, ey thould
soak the help of the locol authorites and not tefuge in the woods, With that,
be ended his message end Ns misson o the Voupés, but immediotely refu
sod downriver for news had reoched him thot there wace new diskurbonces
on the X River.
A e ord of Joby/beginning of August, Xavier weote thet the people of
S30 Morcelino expresied thee resecement of Cypriano Lopes’ impriscoment,
ued hot one penon hod soids

Wihid: leawn 845
* ~Comepondinge des Delegadon do Polco do Prowmcn do Ammriven, 1850, " APA
¥ MARS, “Relnieio, " leal 37,
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I the Governor wanted howses buil, he should bedd them
haried, becouse Yow Excelency hes deceived tham with
wordh and has loken oway Cyprcno ™

Xove hrthar osmrted that, with ose exception, 1o Indiars weee comng %
work a1 public service and no farisha wos being seet o the kot

De Souza wert 1 Nowa Senbora da Gue where Cyprioso hod o house
1o desecmine the wuth of Xovie's report, ond fownd et nseod of new
dnturbarces, tings wer quiet, Cypriona’s fomily and other residents were
working on rerw howses, end pecple were wiprised 1o lind out why de Sowzo
was fere agoin De Sovza corduded there was reoson 10 douts there hod
been ony sew rebellom on the Xié ond beleved 1hot Xovier bod distorted the
treth on this a3 on mary ober accasiors. This wos the view De Souzo wiged
President Funods 1o occept, ond Furtodo hmell weote in 1859 ot thare
worn some “doubin” about the Xé rebellons *

De S0020 concluded de Commissica's work in Seplenbet, convinced that
i the counse of severol morths, o o1 of ruce hod baes restored Balween the
government ond the Indan of the Uppee Rio Negro. Al leow, 10 & seared;
ond ¥ wen perhops reoswuriag 1o the peblic 10 know hot severol months loter,
Wonana [Tubancen] dions coptueed Costano, Alexandie’s disciple, be-
couw ha was ogiaiing ogan, oed terned N n 1o the poce

Accordeg %5 0 news repe!

On December 24 [1858] o miltary express arrived from the
Uppe: Rio Negro and it reports thot port of owr border esjoys
tronquiliey withal, an ledios by the some of Costono, on
emissory of the celebrored Alaxordre, wandered abost on
soducing its inhoblants 1o follow Nis sect; being
wken privcner by he chiel of the viloge ot Corury Rapids, be
wos tokan o tha Scbdelegate of $00 Gobrial who seal him

:ﬁd Doc 0
d
 bolativias do Presdenca da Mosaca da Amasonas, vol B T859: 318
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by the s0me expross koe by the chief of Polce. This
Contono [..] hrew Nimue¥ in the river cbove Sonko obe! of
mideight o the sight doy of the vayoge, bound by hand and
oot 03 he wos, oad Ns compse did not oppear vl the next

day @

Coenno’s wicide in loct rephcated the messionc bebel o the fomous Manoo
chief Ajericoba, known 3o fha pecples of the Uppar Rio who ofer bey
defectin 1727 of the hands of fha Portugeets, threw bownd in chons
wic the Rio Negro rather than lace the esecetion which owated him in Pord
[Sweet, 1974: 545).

Conclusion

I rom cnt teconavucson of the movenents based on wilter wurcas, we hove
pon thot Alaxcndee, ke Kamko, 10 assert power ond contral over
Christonity while thaping # 1o meet the seeds of fe Indon people. Bokh
messichs rejected outsde misdoncries cad aisurred the role of priests, per
loering moss boptisms, momioges and condestiora. These roles ond peock
cos, and the symbols they used, hod o cleor rescnonce in odicool
domonan ond ritvel. The creas, for exomple, of once symbclized rual
witeriag ond 16 the shaman’s roftle vied In curieg ritech and
donce festols. The figeres of God, Chrivt and the soints ol hove clear

parcliels in Indgescus mithology, sepporied by the fole beliels of the local
cobodio popuation. ta making these Inks, the meisohs erhosces her gwn

tween ladians and Whites fiest by prophecies of world destruction and
rerawsl, bater threugh avenomy ond avoidonce of the Whaes ard tetal
alegiance 1o bis movemert Alexcndre prophesed an invertion of the
sxiting blararchy of dominosce and power sech hot the Whites would

O Fanalla 4o Amaaceon, 12724758, 0o 3V, Moroxa,
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end vp on the lowest rung. Mpmphmommmohodud_podu-.d
volues 01 baod, weapors, riteol and hie by recosceptvclizing thesein
terms of theire relctionthip 10 The sowces of creatvity that produce them.
Alexondia's titual dances hod the abject of making marioc ond gunpowder
fall from beaven, of miisastly resisting, and of usharing in the new herarchy.
Thees wan leis specic ampharis on gainng occes b material goods (or
corgo) on @ woy of acquirieg Eurcpecn ture, thon oo wealth o port of
Themoreoll ancompastingquestionol power, incledngmiltory trenghtasd
the autharity o govern asd lo conduc! their own religiow ceremonies.
MWMMWOMMMMMQQ
growing s h:: been cne of 1he
o power of the Tukanoas messiohs may ane
wmmmbhmmmdwcohwmw

wch mhwlmmwhmwd-hdpwﬂmw
bd.mhphhmm I» weking o ehminate dependence of he
indons on the Whitea, Kamilo 1endcorced fo ing herorchical ron

A CONSMEALY AGARET I COvuiiD moOnr

millonce agom! the msdoacrier the “ormed” dances; ond the lact hat
Coetono, Alesondie’s disciple, wos considered 10 be his “Captain of the
Honot Geord ™ Mlesondre's prophecion scoght sysiematicclly 1o uwrp the
power of the Whitea in poliicol, miltcry, rebgious ord economic terms.
This concertrotion of powen wan, perhaps, o novel esperience for the
Tvkanoam of the 18505 They may have sees ¥ o necessary in light of
the criscol 3 inposed on Mok sotiely during the decode: lorge
concertrafions of people recently anirocted 1o riverice wittlemerss in newly-
budt dhusters of howvses under govemment oppointed Direcion of S hdions
ond mistiosaries ond whiect o fer chues Sech 0 concertvolion of
power, on e ofter hond, crected o contradickon. [hnographen of
Tvkcnoas s0ociety have wageved Hat the model of hMerarchicol ranking of
peciobyt roles opphes more 10 difereatioton in intemal relators of exe
gomous groups, while relotcns with outside groups thould, n e Tubascon
m.htumdhom.lhlmmdwdoﬂ
not oliow lor a concentrotion of power in marters of sadernal relotions, then
how coud Alexondre’s prophecy of govemmonce over the Whies be
hMitled?  How could Alexondre erpect 10 momisin hia leodenship in the
ace of opposng leoders who doubted hs clams? It would seen then hat
WJVWMWWM%th

ho's egual

Alexondre Chaste susnticlly creoted o new loem of leodership whie
waking 10 irvert herarchecol relosons with ousaden in order 1o concortrole
power ond weolth n the hands of Tubanoom. Ullerciely, Mis axpariment
lovadered on the cmbigeites of the hytaricol allionces Tukasoon leaders hod

praviously mode with the Whites and on the bmiosors of power n Tulanoon
oty
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